Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP66B00560R000100020171-4

DOE REVIEW
COMPLETED HERBERT BCOVILLE, JR,

The excaeptional and highly meritoricus contribution
of Ur, Seoville to the use and contrel of atomic energy is
best preseonted in the form of s resume of his responaibilities
and activities in kis two major federzl] assignments.

Pr. Scavilie ssrved as Technical Director of the Armed
Forves Special Veapons Project (sucoeasor to the Manhattan
ingineering Distriet and sow the Defenso Atomic Support
Agescy) from June 1548 to Auguat 1933, He was scientific
advisor to the Chiof, APBYP, on all technical smatters
relating to the development, use, «fifects and defense agaipst
atomic weaponz; and planasd and directed ressarch and develop-
nent programs in atomic weapons fields. {(Concurrently he
sorved as i wember of the Chemical Corpe Advisory Council,
the Commpittee om Nuclear Science of the Despartmest of the
Air Forece, and the Advisory Committeoe on Civil Defense of
the National Keseareh Council.)

in nominating Dr, Scoville for the Arthur B. Flemming
Award in December 18850, Eajor General X, D, Nichols, Chief,

" AFSHP, cited Dr, Scoville's wide tschinical experience and his
advice "or many highly clamsified aspects of the military
atomie program which includes radieclogical varfare” and
"in connection with the developmsnt of atomic wespons,
including bombs of all types, and other methods of employ-
ing atomic energy as a weapon”. He further pointed out
that radiclogical warfare was & new and exceptionally
technieal subject of relntively unkmown potentialities
and that “the ¢valuation of the military worth of this
weapon hag,largely through the asgistance of Dy. SBcoville,
peen conducted on a sound technical basis, combined with
logiec and practieality”. He almo gited Dr. Scoville's
“full apprecistion of military thinking and his clear
pexception of the military, as well as the scientific pro-
blems” and that he bhad "accomplished a great desl to briag
these problems and thoughts of the military and scieatific (sic)
to 2 comsonr ground of understasding and this, in itself, is
one of the finsst of his accomplishments”™. Also in that year
the Director of Civilian Personnel informed the Assimtant
Secretary of the Axwy tant Dr. Scoville had attained "a
position of pre-eminence in the military services on matters
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of radiological defense and is the leading anthority on
the anslysis of radistion information which has been made
avaliable to the armed services as the result of the atomic
tests at Operations CROSSROADE and SANDS &

En June 1932, Rear Admiral ¥, K, Berdenhall, Deputy
tChief, AFBNP, in commending Dr. Scoville as "the scientist
directiy responsidle for ths accomplishment of the weRpons
effects programs”™ stated that "the successful nccomplish-
ment of the several programa imvolviag many fields of sclence
¥as in a large degree dependent upen your clear insight
into the problems, your ability to coordinste the activities
of many laboratories, your scteatifte guidance to the zroups
and your own kard work". In October 1852 the Department of
the Army cosferred on Ur. Scoville its Commendation of
Heritorious Service for his work in the puclesr Weapons
field,

Y

-

in August 1953, Major Gesmeral A. &, inedecke, Chief,
AFEWP, stated that Dr. Scoville "kept himxelf abreast of new
developments in the atomic emergy field to s marked degroe”
and “through kis own efforts and his tremendous capacity for
absorbing knowledge, he is comnsidered ome of the outstanding
“Xpertd in the fields of atomic weapons development and
woapons efliscis....and because of his guidsnmce, advice, and
direction, the research programs of AFEWP have been exception-
ally successful in providing useful dats to increase the
Project's knowledge of effects of atoaic wespons™ ,
Hajor General P, ¥, Clarkson sxpressed his "sincere spprecia-
tion” for Lr. Scoville im May 1954 for hiwm contribution to
the success of Uperation CABTLE during whick in the ferward
Ares ag 3 consultant to Commander, Task Unit 13, he waw
called upon "to organize and lead s team in making = radio-
logical survey of certain remots atolls™. Later in 1954,
dr. Scoville was detailed to ths Office of Defemme Mobilization
on the Techuoological Cepabilities Panel iz an "assiganent
undertaken at the regusat of the President®. In April 1953,
Arthur 8. Flemming, Director of Dofense Eobilization, wrote
Yp., Geoville: "The President has reguested as to SXProusg
to you his own deep appreciation for the outstanding service
rendered over a peried of the past feow months under the
iesderahlp of br. Killian.,..All of us who have had the
opportunity of examiming the results of your work feal that
¥ou have made an outstanding contribution %o the seourity
of our nation™,
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#ith bis specislized knowledge and experience in atomic
*eapons he was able upon his appointment as Assistant
Director for Scientific Intelligence, CIli, te grasp quickly
the meed for more substantive intelligence im depth on foreign
ouclear capabtlitiem and potentialities. Through his Cheir-
mansghip of the Joint Atomic Epergy Intelligence Comauittes
and his excellent rapport with the scieatific commpunity, he
wes able to marshall the resources of sclemce snd techuology
with those of the imtelligence community to obtain unprecedented
intelligence information while overcoming the tremeadous
obstacles of foreign countermeasures. BEscause of the force-
fulness of his persomality and drive, his professional standing
28 3 sentor sclemtific fntelligence officer, and his position
4 a congultant to the President's Science Advimory Copmittee,
he was able to open a chanmel to the top echelons of Govern.
ment. Here this new, solid seientific intelligence created
& greater awarcness of the threat to the security of the
United States from foreign suclesr programs and had significant
influence on National security policies affecting both inter-
national position and defense programs.

When scientific intelligence moved into the new field
of avms limitatios, Dr. Scoviile was called upon to take a
leading role in development of the technical facts which are
critical to tnspection and policing agresments. As & meaber
2l the Uaited Btates Delegution to the Gencva Comference of
Experts in 1958, he supported the front line negotions con-
sidering the scientific and technicsl aspects of compliance
with & possible treaty on the discentimnance of muclear tests.
Simce the first Geneva session he Bag boen called upon aw the
moat kaowledgeable scientist in ths Goversment as to the
capabilities of Both the United States and foreign govern.
wonts in the field of atomic energy to furnish essential
scientific and technologlieal information upon which realistic
negotiations can be based.

In the fall of 1982 the President recogunized his pre-
emineace by sppoliating him chairman of a committee to assess
the U, 3. atomic weapons posture as to stockpiles, ylelda,
state of the art and possidble bresk-througk vis-a2.vis that
of other nations and to arrive at & net evaiuation.

in recognition of br. Scoville's acconplinhments on
the frontiers of scientific intelligence, be was promoted
in February 1862 to Deputy Director (Remearch).
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